The Technical Professional Education in Latin America

The Latin America encompasses twenty-one countries. 
In the eighties and nineties, there were several educational reforms in the Latin America. Invariably, such reforms, which cover the body of the educational system or part of it, included modifications in the technical professional education.

These transformations have political social and economic driving factors which stand outside the educational system and are related in varied ways and levels.

Brazil, Argentina and Chile work as parameter in the comparative analysis of the technical professional education in the Latin America. Actually, these three countries function as basis for the educational reforms of the others. Cuba is the one country with more distinctive educational concepts. Its professional education is denominated Secondary General Education and pre- Undergraduation Education until the 12th grade or Technical Laborious Education with equivalent level.

As to Brazil and Argentina, both countries have an educational system which enables people to have a title of Technician. In Brazil the title is granted after concluding the secondary school. In Argentina it is granted after the conclusion of the ‘polimodal’  

The current model in all countries is based on the recommendations of the World Bank – International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the Inter-American Development Bank.

These entities see the Technical Professional Education as a strategic element of change in the educational structure. Moreover, they recommend that there should be separation between education and training. This viewpoint contributed for the professional education to go alongside with the formal education in Latin American countries. 

Another essential aspect to be considered is the interaction between companies and schools regarding the professional training in countries aforementioned. In Brazil, professional educational schools supported and managed by businessmen, such as SENAI and SENAC are prominent cases.
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